Almost exactly 800 years ago, in his opening sermon of the Fourth Lateran Council in November 1215, Pope Innocent III firmly established his goal of the great ecumenical gathering. Emphasizing that he did not convoke the council for worldly commodities, nor for temporal glory, Innocent III prioritized the reform of the universal Church and the liberation of the Holy Land.1 In order for a new crusade to be successful, Innocent was convinced that a military campaign would have to be combined with a thorough reform of the Church. Alluding to the Last Supper in the context of Passover, Innocent compared the Exodus to the physical passage for the liberation of the Holy Land, and reform to a spiritual passage. Combined they were an eternal passage to achieve salvation.2 Innocent gave a strong sense of urgency to the reform of the Church and to the recruitment of crucesignati for the Fifth Crusade by alluding to Revelation 7:3: "Hurt not the earth, nor the sea, nor the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads".3
events described in the Book of Revelation could unfold.4 Especially after the turn of the millennium, when the Augustinian Sixth Age had passed, the defeat of the Antichrist was near. This would introduce the start of the final age, the thousand-year Sabbath, which was to precede the end of times and the Last Judgement.5 Contemporary accounts leave little doubt on the crusades to the Holy Land taking place in this apocalyptic atmosphere.6 Specifically for the First Crusade, Jay Rubenstein recently noted that the Crusaders were not just fighting for the earthly Jerusalem, but also for the heavenly city, "they were waging an apocalypse".7 The defeat of the Latin army in the Battle of Hattin in 1187 and Saladin's subsequent capture of Jerusalem evidently caused a shock in the West. While Saladin was often referred to as an (or the) Antichrist,8 the tragic loss of the Holy City and of the relic of the True Cross was regarded as a severe punishment from God.9
